CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses background of the studgares questions, aims of the
study, significance of the study, site and respahdeesearch methodology,

clarification of terms, and organization of paper.

1.1 Background

Teacher, as one of the most important elemeneducation, determines the
success of students’ English learning. A teachaygphn important role in teaching-
learning process. The importance of teaching Engliscabulary, especially in the
age of 2 and 3 depends on teacher’'s strategy. €gacstrategies can also help
almost all of student to get involved in educatideacher needs to learn about new
strategies especially in teaching English vocalyular two to three years-old child.
Many strategies are used in teaching vocabulaytedaecher may not know yet which
one is the most effective to make students fastéearning and easy to understand
the vocabulary. Thus, one of the strategies inhiegcEnglish vocabulary to very
young learners is that teacher should introducly tmited vocabulary in one
meeting and then revisit them in the following negtto help them remember the
words that have been learnt.

In addition, it is believed that nowadays teachandoreign language to very
young learners is very necessary and advantagéagsrding to Pinter (2006:32),
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introducing children to a new language will makeithhorizon getting wide and
originate their early enthusiasm and curiosity dalibe language. Therefore, teacher
has to be more creative in developing strategiggaching, because those ages are
believed to be good periods to start learning laggu This is in line with Vos (1991)
as cited in Nagy, who says,
There are people who have argued convincingly tiratyounger you start
studying foreign language, the more likely it isittlyou will achieve native-
speaker proficiency. This may be because it igebedl that younger minds
are more open to learning or simply because lesrave longer to acquire
the language (1991.68)

Pinter (2006:1), adds that in some contexts, anditart learning English at the
age of five or even earlier. But it must be keptmimd that the beginner students
require a total different approach and strategytéaching English. However, it
should be considered that children have limitatesjt is supported by Nagy (2007)
who says that at the age of five or even earligifdeen may not be able to read and
write; children may be new to learning in a grougl an school environment, and
children may not even be aware of the conceptfofeign language. It then implies
that teaching English to very young learners irsgheol constitutes a big challenge
to do.

Teacher need to know that characteristics very gdearners are different with
adult. One of children is very young learner havers concentration. It is big

challenge to teacher, how to make children inteckst learning process. Therefore,

teacher has to have many strategies to teaching the

Rossy Rosalina, 2012
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu



On the other hand, in teaching vocabulary espgcialivery young learners is
not an easy job to do, since teacher may find sdiffieulties when teaching English
vocabulary to children. One of the problems thacher encountered in teaching
vocabulary was when the children were not intetestethe learning vocabulary
process itself, they were not focused and did ret much attention during the
learning process.

A study conducted by Pikulski and Templeton (20§9)ws that some children
enter school with many more language skills thdreist. Hence, it seems reasonable
to suggest that they also come with varying degoé@sterest in words. This issue is
also supported by Pinter (2006:86) that gives taemsent on how interested children
in learning vocabulary. She mentions that beforelewstanding the concept of
grammar, very young children can understand theegnof words. Apparently, they
can get the meaning of the words without usindfitiselanguage

Vocabulary is one of the important aspects of fymelanguage learning
(Richards and Rodgers, 1986:32).The importanceoctbulary in common is also
supported by Pinter (2006:83) who highlights atofes.

Fluent speakers and writers put together the coemsrpart of the language

system quickly and efficiently. To be able to dstithey need to know a large

pool of vocabulary items and a long list of gramicadtstructure. (2006:83)
Moreover, a study conducted by Lehr et. Al entitkedFocus on Vocabularwhich

can be retrieved alttp://www.prel.org/products/re /ES0419.htstrengthens how

teaching vocabulary is highly necessary at an exadige. Thus it is clear that

vocabulary is an important element in learning leagg.
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For those reasons above, strategies are needeadiers to help teachers in
teaching English vocabulary especially to very ypuearners. This assumption is
also supported by Vos (1991) as cited in Nagy wéleebes that, vocabulary is better
taught when children are still very young.

Considering the facts of the necessity of teashatrategy in teaching
vocabulary to very young learners by employing satrategies, and the existing
difficulties during the process of the teaching firesent study, tries to investigate

Teaches strategy in Teaching English Vocabulaiery Young Learners.

1.2 Reasonsfor Choosing the Topic

There are several reasons for the researcherdosehthis topic. The first
reason is that the researcher attempts to finadvbat strategies are applied by teacher
in teaching English vocabulary to very young leanelThe second is that the

researcher wants to know what the difficulties thbg teacher.

1.3 Scope of the Study

This study will be limited to observe what stratabg teachers use in teaching
English vocabulary to very young learners andrtd fut the obstacles that are found

in the class.

1.4 Resear ch Questions

There are two major questions that are addressisistudy. They are:
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1. What strategies are used to teach English vocabtdarery young learners?
2. What are the difficulties experienced by the teackigich usually appear in
the process of teaching English vocabulary to & yeung learners?

1.5 Aimsof the Study

This study aims:
1. to find out what strategies are used by teaché&raching English vocabulary
to very young learners.
2. to find out the difficulties experienced by the dear during the process of
teaching English vocabulary to very young learners.

1.6 Significance of the Study

The research is important to conduct since it ipeeted to contribute
professional source in the teaching professiomdomesia in particular, and to add
more references in general. Having new informaioprofessional source related to
teacher strategy in teaching English vocabularydry young learners, teacher in
preschool will find better ways to encourage tistirdents to apply new strategies as
well as to strengthen the ones that already haugh&more, the research gives
beneficial information about the present conditibvat appears in the teaching-

learning activities in teaching vocabulary to vgoying learner in preschool.
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1.7 Site and Respondents

In this research, the site was the activity of béag vocabulary to very young
learners employed by a teacher in one childrersatpreschool in Bandung. The
participant of the research was one teacher otheoed which is located in Bandung,
West Java. Since this was a descriptive study asdribed the phenomena happened
to the participant, the participant were purposivehosen according to several
considerations: (a) intensively involved in theldig(b) involved in whole activities
around the field, (c) have a willing and enoughetias the subject of the research to

give information needed. (Basrowi and Suwandi, 20@3.

1.8 Resear ch M ethodol ogy

Research methodology includes research design, dallaction, and data

analysis.

1.8.1 Resear ch Design

This study employs descriptive methods since ivioles the information as the
result of observing the phenomena that happen alptuelated to the way of the
teacher’'s strategy in teaching English vocabularthe students of playgroup in

Bandung.
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1.8.2 Data Collection

To support the study, three techniques were usecbllecting the data. The

technigues were classroom observation, interviestvdmrument analysis.
The data in this study were collected by usingftiiewing instruments:

1. Observation
Observation is one of the instruments that is usedentify the teacher’s
strategy in teaching English vocabulary for veryuyg learners in the
classroom. The video-recording and field noteshseoving the respondents
are used in gathering data.

2. Interview

Interview was also used to find out the reasonwlof the teacher chooses

kind of strategies.

3. Document analysis
Documents were used to identify the goal of thestiaom activities, such as

lesson plan and syllabus.

1.8.3 Data Analysis

After collecting the data from the observation,emtew and document
analysis, the analysis of the study involves sdw&sps. This analysis is conducted
based on the Interactive Model of analysis by Miksd Huberman (1984)
(Sugiyono, 2007; Basrowi and Suwandi, 2008). Actwydo the model, there are
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three steps of analyzing the data: Data Reductimtia Display and Conclusion
Drawing.

1.9 Clarification of theterms

Below some terms of the paper which are clarifredbrider to avoid unnecessary
misunderstanding.

1. Teacher’s strategy refers to the teaching stradethat usually used by teacher
to teach the lesson to the students at the classroo

2. Vocabulary in this study refers to the total numbé&words in a language;
words known to a person; list of words with theeanings, especially at the
back of the book used for teaching a foreign laggu@xford learner’s
pocket Dictionary).

3. Teaching English Vocabulary refers to teaching &nmwords in English to
the very young learners especially in the age oftwthree.

4. A very young learner refers to a child betweennofaand school age, usually

zero to four years of age.

1.10 Organization of the paper
The paper is presented into five chapters. The temamre subdivided into
subtopics that elaborated the given issue.

CHAPTER | :INTRODUCTION
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In this chapter, the paper will elaborate the bamlgd of the study. It will discuss
what strategies are used to teach English vocabtdavery young learner and the
obstacles that are appeared in the class.

CHAPTER 11: THEORETICAL FOUNDATION

This chapter will discuss some theories of teackinglish vocabulary to very young

learner and also theories of obstacles that areaapg in the class.

CHAPTER 111: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter will give clear discussion about howdg will be conducted and
analyzed. It clarifies why study needs to use ctassa observation, interview and
document analysis. The data also will briefly bplaked.

CHAPTER 1V: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter will discuss the findings of the stuahd will analyze those finding in

discussion clearly.

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

This chapter will present the conclusion and sdwarggestion of the study based on
analysis in chapter four. The conclusion statesati®wver to the research question
about teacher’s strategy and difficulties in teaghEnglish vocabulary to very young
learner. It also elaborates several suggestiomsgmve teaching English vocabulary

to very young learner and existing difficulties ithgrthe process of teaching.
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