CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION
This chapter provides a general outline of thisdgt It covers
background of the study, statement of problems,sanhthe study, research
method, population and samples, data collectiote daalysis, clarification of

terms, and organization of paper.

1.1 Background

Teaching learning process is affected by seveaalofs such as
students’ motivation, students’ background, leagmmedia, and so forth. Media
in terms of teaching and learning process playsmportant role since it affects
teaching and learning outcomes. In fact, therenisopinion that the learning
outcomes would be reached as well as if the legrmmadia is used appropriately.
(Reeves, 1998)

In general terms, media can be defined as a meaihady of expressing
something (Cambridge Advance Learner’s Diction2804). Moreover, in terms
of teaching and learning, media refers to the maysneans by which instruction
is delivered to the students (Dick and Reiser, 19§388). So that, learning media
can be described as a physical way that is usddlieer learning materials to the
students.

Regarding the importance of using media in teaglind learning terms,
Oracle Education Foundation (OEF) and the Unitedgdom’s government in
1998 introduce a new way of teaching and learnirgglimn namedrhinkQuest-

Project. ThinkQuest-Project is a media to help English language |legymrocess
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which is included into an online learning-form @met-based learning program)
(OEF, 1998).

Cited fromwww.wartakota.co.id, ThinkQuest-Project is capable in saving

and displaying records of students and teachetwitgcn terms of teaching and

learning processes. MoreoveérhinkQuest was designed by Oracle Education
Foundation in attractive appearance, so that thersusan use the provided
features inThinkQuest enthusiastically.

In addition, according to Sofijandi (2008)hinkQuest-Project is new in
terms of teaching and learning process in Indondisi@asintroduced in 2009 to
Indonesian teacher. Since that time, several sshioolndonesia have been the
volunteers to use and apply this tool. Sofijand)0@) also stated that several
numbers of high schools such as SMAN 8, SMAN 5, 8MIAN 22 have used
and applied th&@hinkQuest.

As a matter of fact, the previous research whigctussed the use of
ThinkQuest has been done in Africa. According to Broekmann0@0 who
conducted a study about “Learning PossibilitiesThinkQuest in the African
Context”, the use oThinkQuest as a learning media potentially gives a positive
contribution in increasing African student’s leargimotivation. This is because,
for example, ThinkQuest provides interested appearance which attractestsd
attention so that the students’ learning motivaimmproved during the use of
ThinkQuest.

Regarding the explanation above, there is a needriduct another study

about ThinkQuest-Project and student’s perceptions toward the uset.oln
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addition, this study mainly discusses about the afsehinkQuest in Indonesian
context” since there are schools in Bandung whiskdurhinkQuest as their
teaching media. In order to make this study morfecéfe, this study also
provides the strengths and the weaknesses of TikingQuest.
1.2 Resear ch Questions
The research questions in this research are fatgaibs follows:
1. What are the students’ and the teachers’ persgactiowards the use of
ThinkQuest as learning media?
2. What difficulties are faced by the students durthg use ofThinkQuest as
learning media?
1.3 Aims of the Research
The aims of the research are about to find out:
1. Students’ and teachers’ perspectives towards tb@iEhinkQuest as learning
media
2. The difficulties faced by the students and the heacduring the use of
ThinkQuest as learning media.
1.4 Significance of the Resear ch
This study is hoped to contribute on the teachang learning media
development in order to achieve teaching-learnioglggy Moreover, the values of
this conducting research are to develop informatiioseveral areas as follows:
1. Teaching learning approaches for EFL Teacher
2. New developed media in increasing the foreign laggulearners’ vocabulary

learning.
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1.5 Scope of the Resear ch

The scope of the research is mainly to do with shedents’ and the
teachers’ perspectives toward the us@hhkQuest as a learning media. Besides,
the difficulties which are faced by the studentsilevlusing ThinkQuest in the
context of Indonesian teaching and learning is aesacerned as additional
information in this research.

1.6 Organization of the Research

This paper is organized into five chapters. Th& thapter is introduction.
This chapter presents the reason why this reséagnducted which comes from
burning issue and problems usually faced by stsdéritis chapter also describes
significance of research and brief descriptionhef toverage of the paper.

The second chapter discusses theoretical foumdatius chapter explains
theories which are related to basic informationTbinkQuest, ThinkQuest as a
learning media, and the research based opiniont dbewse off hinkQuest.

The third chapter provides research method. Thapter deals with the
method used in this research. It also shows th@orekents participated and how
the data are analyzed in this research.

The fourth chapter is finding and discussion. Tbeapter gives
explanation and description of questionnaire artérunew. This chapter also
demonstrates the discussion of the findings and/enisg the research questions

at the same time.
The last, the fifth chapter formulates the concmsand the suggestion.

This chapter withdraws some conclusions and suggasstof the research
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expected to inspire the use of web-based learniedianin term of teaching

methodology.
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