CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

The chapter provides background, statements ofptbblem, aims of the
study, scope of the study, significance of the wtusksearch design, research

instrument, data collection, clarification of k&yrms and organization of paper.

1.1 Background

Reading is considered an important aspect forestisdin their language
learning because reading is a constantly develogkit (Johnson, 2008). It is also
supposed to be an aspect to develop self confidance motivation within the
students in dealing with difficulties in academiading, particularly in learning
English in junior high school.

Reading is not only supposed to be one of the keyacrease knowledge
(Lems, 2010) but it is also important to supporbge in this global era of
information in which people are enclosed with sowyneeading materials. For people
who live in countries in which the status of Eniglis a foreign language, a good skill
in reading comprehension is also important. Thignifcance emerges because
reading comprehension skill enables them to keewitlpthe latest development in
the world.

According to Brown (2001), reading comprehensioprimarily a matter of

developing appropriate efficient comprehensiontsgias for the majority of second
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language learners who are already literate in thative language. It means that
reading strategies are important to help studemtgpecehend the text well.

Moreover, in the context of Indonesia, one of theglish teaching goals in
school-level curriculum of junior high school grad#l is to enable students to
develop their skills on oral (listening and spegkiand written (reading and writing)
English in functional level of literacy. Regardittige reading skill, it is stated in
competence standard number 11 that the students)gected to be able to
comprehend the written functional text and shartpde essay in forms of descriptive
and procedure that are related to the studentsramaent. It is obvious from the
statement that two kinds of texts namely descrgpind procedure are taught to the
VII grade students. This study employs descriptesd as the topic of investigation
since it helps students knowing how to describeething.

Based on a small observation in a classroom dufieaching Practicum
Program Program Latihan Profesi) in junior high school, most of classes generally
consist of a large number of students, where e#a$s awan consists of 40 to 50
students. Therefore, the application of appropnmaéthod is very important to cope
with that big number of students. Inappropriate hodt will result in a lack of
students’ interests. However, most of Indonesiamdestts who learn English
encounter many difficulties in understanding whregt tontents of the text. The result
of the small observation shows that the studeret tfeed to read texts in English
textbooks because most of the texts are not iritegeand hard to understand. Thus,

it makes the students easily bored.
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Based on the aforementioned elaboration, the teadi®uld find a way to
help students in developing their interest. Thisdgtapplies cooperative learning
method to create a condition for students in otddrave an opportunity to get better
resultsfor their academic achievement in the differetation. Roger T. and David
W. Johnson (2002) report on the research studiesnobverview of cooperative
learning. The result of studies shows that coopexas effective in the classroom; it
can support students’ motivation and make posdcsil@evement in the classroom.

There are many techniques in cooperative learnirtgctw have been
developed and comprehensively researched by ditféneanches of philosophy and
psychology (Slavin, 1995) such as Jigsaw, Team l&cated Instruction (TAl),
Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition GJJRlumber Heads Together,
Student Team- Achievement Divisions (STAD), andtiaship. The study applies
Student Teams-Achievement Divisions (STAD) in teagldescriptive text since this
technique is simple and suitable for teaching m@adBesides, this is also the first
time for the researcher to use this kind of techaidn accordance with Slavin (1995)
who states that STAD is the simplest and the baEstnique for teachers who use

cooperative learning method for the first time.

1.2 Statements of the Problem
The study is conducted to answer the followjngstions:
1. Is the implementation of Student Teams-Achievardgvisions (STAD) effective

in teaching reading comprehension using descripéxe?
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2. What are students’ opinions toward the implergonn of Student Teams-
Achievement Divisions (STAD) in teaching readingnmgehension using

descriptive text?

1.3 The Aims of the Study

The study is conducted to achieve the followingeobyes:

1. To find out whether the implementation of Studedeams-Achievement
Divisions (STAD) is effective in teaching readingsgriptive text.

2. To find out students’ opinions toward the inmpéntation of Students Teams-

Achievement Divisions (STAD) in teaching readingcl#ptive text.

1.4 Scope of the Study

The study is focused on the implementation od&ui Teams-Achievement
Divisions (STAD) as teaching reading descriptive technique in EFL classroom in
enhancing students’ reading comprehension. In iaddithe researcher attempts to
find out students opinions toward the implementatb STAD. This study is applied

in one of junior high schools located in Bandung.

1.5 Significance of the Study
This result of the study is expected to highlighg tmplementation of STAD
technique in teaching reading descriptive text.id®s this study is expected to

enhance students’ and teachers’ knowledge relate@ading comprehension and

Een Erlinah, 2012
The Implementation of Students ...

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu



develop students’ and teachers’ creativity in thaching and learning process of
reading. Finally, it may encourage other reseascherfollow up and develop the
study further and provide some informative inputémduct another investigation in

the same field with different interest.

1.6 Resear ch M ethodol ogy
1.6.1 Resear ch Design
For the design, this study uses quasi-experimel@siign. It is applied since
the population of the study is the students ofschl junior high school in Bandung
in two classes namely class VIl A and VII C.

In this case, the implementation of Student TeaAgtsevement Divisions
(STAD) in teaching reading descriptive text is treatment. The experimental group
receives the treatment while the control group duasreceive the treatment. Both
groups receive the pre-test and post-test as the tto measure the students’

achievement.

1.6.2 Resear ch I nstrument
There are some instruments used in this researtiey Tare reading
comprehension tests, pre-test and post-test, Quesire and interview.
1. Pre-test. This is given to both experimental andtrmd groups before the
treatment of STAD technique is given. This pre-isstimed at investigating the

equal abilities of the two groups.
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2. Post-test. This is given to both experimental aodtrol groups to find out the
students’ reading comprehension achievement &féetréatments are given.

3. Questionnaire. It is used to find out studentshapis about the STAD technique.

4. Interview. It is used to gain the students’ opisioabout the effectiveness of

implementing STAD technique in the class.

1.6.3 Data Collection
In collecting data, this study follows somegets, they are:

1. Pre-test. Reading comprehension test is given tb égperimental and control
groups to measure student’s reading comprehension.

2. Post-test. Reading comprehension test is givarotbh experimental and control
groups at the end of the research. The aim oftdsgsis to measure student’s
reading comprehension.

3. Questionnaire. The questionnaire is distributedht students at the end of the
study which are about the implementation of STAEhteque.

4. Interview. The students give their own opinions dopport the result from

questionnaire.

1.6.4 Clarification of Key Terms
There are some terms used in this study that nead§ication to keep away
from inappropriate understanding, they are:

1. Reading
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Reading is the practice of using text to createmmgg(Johnson, 2008).

2. Reading comprehension
Reading comprehension is an ability to construcamreg from a given written
text (Lems, 2010).

3. Descriptive Text
Descriptive Text is a text that describes a padicperson, animal, place or thing
and function to tell about the subject by descghis specific features (Anderson
and Anderson, 1998:26).

4. Effectivenessefers to different effects which determine a betésult in reading
teaching process through the implementation of STAD

5. Cooperative Learningn this studyis one of the teaching methods in which
students work in groups of four or five and areestpd to help one another to
discuss, argue and share information or knowleddeetp academic achievement
(Slavin, 1995).

6. Student Teams-Achievement Divisions (STAD) ie af the cooperative learning
techniques in which students work in groups of foliney are responsible for
discussing and working in group before answeringags individually (Slavin,

1995).

1. 7 Organization of Paper

This organization of this research paper will béodisws:
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Chapter | : Introduction

This chapter contains background, statements ofptbblem, aims of the study,
scope of the study, significance of the study, ess@arch design, research instrument,
data collection, clarification of key terms and amgation of papeChapter |1

Theoretical Foundation

This chapter consists of the theories and otheatael references about reading,
reading comprehension, descriptive text, and STédhnique of cooperative learning
method which bases this study.

Chapter 111 : Research M ethodology

This chapter presents the research methodology disausses the design used,
formulation of problems, hypothesis, data colletticesearch procedures, and data
analysis.

Chapter 1V : Findings and Discussion

This chapter presents the findings of the study andlyzes those findings in
discussion are analyzed and presented clearly.

Chapter V : Conclusion and Suggestion

This chapter presents the conclusion and sevegglestions of the study, it benefits

in common and practitioners of education in patéicu
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