CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter elaborates background, statementsotfigm, aims of the
research, research methodology which present fads mamely research design,
subject of the research, data collection, and da#dysis. Moreover, significance

of the research and clarification of terms aréhmend of the chapter.

1.1 Background

English in Indonesia has been taught as foreigguage in the formal
school. English is taught from elementary scheokl until senior high school
level as compulsory subject. It means that stigdeave nine years opportunity to
learn English and they are expected to masteniEnglish language learning,
there are four skills that should be mastered ldpmesian students. Those are
listening, speaking, reading and writing.

In the research, researcher focuses in speakitig &own (2001) states
that speaking is one of the important skills ingiaage learning in the classroom.
It is used twice as often as listening and the raest skill, it means that students
should be good in speaking because speaking is osme than listening.
Therefore, speaking skill is taught in school imgd junior high school.
According toBadan Standar Nasional Pendidikan (BSNP), teaching speaking

skill is implicitly stated in competence standardi basic competence (SK-KD)



of junior high school syllabus. In the competestandard number 10 (SK 10), it
is stated that the seventh grade students in sesemester should be able to
express spoken text and short monologue in des@ifxt and procedure text to
interact with surrounding. In basic standard numi@2 (KD 10.2), it is stated

that the students should be able to express meamisgnple short monologue

used in oral language variety accurately, fluergkyd understandably to interact
with surrounding in descriptive text.

Considering the importance of speaking, studentsulshbe good in
speaking mastery. In fact, most of Indonesian esttgl face so many barriers
when they try to express something in English, e@sfig in speaking. The
problems of speaking are difficulty to arrange emenes, limited vocabulary,
pronunciation error, fear of making mistake, andklaf motivation. Nunan
(1993) states that there are some challenges ichiten oral skill in EFL
classroom namely lack of motivation, get studentsgeak, and use of the first
language.

Problems of speaking appear when teaching speakiag not give many
contributions to students’™ speaking skill mastéviost of English classes in
Indonesia tend to use their mother's tongue rathan practice English. An
English class should become a place for studerpsaittice their speaking skill in
English, but in fact most of Indonesian studentk it practice it. The students
rarely used English as communication during thesclaEven though in speaking
class, the students are reluctant to speak Endlisbte are only some students

who are eager to speak in front of the classroorareds another students only



listen when his/her friend speak. According testbase, the researcher tries to
find the reasons why the students do not speakeirclassroom.

Nowadays, teachers have to be creative and innvevati teaching and
learning process. Teacher should pay attention eachiers™ factor (teaching
method, the use of visual aids, etc,) and studdatgor (motivation, relevant
material, facilities, etc.).

To improve students speaking skill, teacher shdind the appropriate
strategy of teaching speaking. It means that, #raplays an important role to
create interesting teaching and learning proceseda@n teachers  factor and
students” factor. Hamalik (1986) as cited in Az{®2009) states that media are
used to motivate students in learning; it means ithia important for teacher in
finding appropriate media to teach his/her studesisecially in speaking. It is
because media encourage students’ motivation inlg@ning. Gerlach and Ely
(1980) state that “Media are any person, materialewent that establishes
conditions which enable learners/students to aequmowledge, skills, and
attitudes”. According to the definition, it can bencluded that media are not
only text books but also people and school enviremm

Cue card is introduced as one of the teaching mediae card is card with
words or picture on, which students use in paigmup work (Harmer, 2007).
Cue card has many advantages. Those are inexpewesiorful, interesting and
clearly visible. So that when the students are dsk® describe
something/someone in detail, cue card can help tteeproduce the description

easily.



Based on the explanation above, the researcheinterested in
implementing the use of cue cards in teaching aedcriptive text. The

researcher will conduct a classroom action resaar&WVIP 15 Bandung.

1.2 Statements of Problem
The problems that will be investigated in the egsk can be focused on
the following research questions:
1. How is the progress of the students in produspaken descriptive text
in every cycle after using cue cards?
2. Based on the students’ perception, what are atheantages and
disadvantages of the use of cue cards in teaclpoges descriptive

text?

1.3 Aims of the Resear ch
The aims of the research are stated as:
1. To find out the progress of the students in proggigpoken descriptive
text in every cycle after using cue cards.
2. To find out the advantages and disadvantages ofiskeof cue cards in

teaching spoken descriptive text based on the stsdperception.



1.4 Resear ch M ethodology
1.4.1 Research Design

The research will use classroom action researchassom action
research is research that is done by a personh@Bawhich aims to improve
teaching and learning process in his/her classr@gdemmis and McTaggart,
1988:6, as cited in Nunan, 1992). There are sorokes that will be done by the
researcher. Every cycle consist of two meetinfleen, every cycle consists of
planning, acting, observing, and reflectingflhe minimum completion score
(Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimum) of the seventh grade of SMP 15 Bandung is 70.
The research is expected to improve the numbéreo$tudents who got the score

aboveKKM after using cue cards is 80% from the studental tuf 7A class.

1.4.2 Subject of the Research

The research will take place in SMPN 15 Bandundpe $ubjects of the
research are™A graders of SMP 15 Bandung. The number of sttsdenthe
class is 46 students. There are 21 boys and 2% giwudents. There are no
populations and sample of the research, meanirtgthlearesearch is conducted

based on a real problem in a real classroom.



1.4.3 Data Collection
In collecting the data, several instruments wereduas data sources,

namely observation sheet, existing document, irdanand test.

1.4.3.1 Observation Sheet

Observation is conducted to get the informationuatgiudents’
activity by observers. Students’ observation shesetused during
intervention and it is used to know the advantamed disadvantages of
the use of cue cards in teaching spoken descriptiegery cycle.

Researcher acts as the teacher and delivers nmteoathe
students. There will be some observers to obsHrgeactivity in the
classroom. The observers will share about thengtineand weaknesses
during the process. Besides, the observer wille gadvice to the
researcher in order to improve teaching and legrpiocess in the next

cycle.

1.4.3.2 Existing Document

Existing document in this regard is the documeat tiecords the
students” speaking scores. Existing documentdsstudents’ speaking
scores before using cue cards in teaching anditgpprocess. Besides,
existing document is used to compare the students’es before and after
intervention whether the use of cue cards can irgthe students™ spoken

descriptive text or not.
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Test is used to measure the improvement of theestad spoken
descriptive text by using cue cards in every cydglest is given to the
students after intervention. A post-test is coneldicn order to investigate
the students’ improvement by comparing it with #asting document

scores.

1.4.3.4 Interview

Interview is conducted to get deeper informatiooulthe topic
addressed to the interviewees. Interview is edraut after intervention.
It is used to know the students’ perception aboetuse of cue cards in
teaching spoken descriptive text whether the usaiefcards can improve

the students’™ spoken descriptive text or not.

Data Analysis

The data gathered from test and existing documeilt be
analyzed and interpreted to know the students pssgin producing
spoken descriptive text in every cycle after ustng cards. Besides, the
data gathered from students’ observation sheetirtedview will be
analyzed and interpreted to know the advantagesimadvantages of the

use of cue cards in teaching spoken descriptivie tex

In collecting data, several techniques are usedheha spoken

scoring technique and triangulation. Test in eaptle will be analyzed



by using speaking scoring technique from Harriscwtdadopted byfesting
English as a Second Language (1969:8). Triangulation is a method to get
the accuracy of information by comparing the datanf interview and

students” observation sheet to get same finding.

1.5 Significance of the Research
The research is important to reveal students’ mbin speaking. It is a
contribution to EFL methodology where cue cardrisaliernative media to be
used in teaching spoken descriptive text. Findhg, result of the research is
expected to enhance a better way in developingkspmeakill, stimulating the
teacher to be creative to develop interesting medigaching speaking and

also motivate the students to communicate in Ehglis

1.6 Clarification of Terms

Below are some terms clarified in order to avoidunderstanding:

1. Speaking is an interactive process of conductingmmg that involves
producing, receiving and processing informatiorof(in, 2001).

2. Cue card is a card with words or picture on, whare used to
encourage the students to respond (Harmer, 2007).

3. Descriptive text is a kind of text which is aimeddescribe a particular
person, place, or thing. It also has the geneniactre which is

summarized as follows: (1) Identification which diéies



phenomenon to be described, and (2) Descriptiorctwiiescribes
parts, qualities, characteristics (Gerot and Wignt994).
4. Classroom Action Research is an action which ctsmsé planning,

acting, observing, and reflecting (Hopkins, 1992).



