CHAPTER|

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Literature, in a broad sense, could be describembagpositions that tell stories,
describe situations, and express emotions. Tradiliy literature was the primary
source that individuals used to learn about othéues and investigate stereotypes.
Teachers used plays, novels, poems, and shoresttoi teach students how to
critically appraise the injustice of grouping pemplrom diverse cultures into
unrepresentative categories (Powers, 1998: 1).

In intercultural communication, the terstereotype refers to an exaggerated
beliefs and images about a group of people and digsed on a lack of information
or contact. To say, for instance, that Americane asually materialistic, that
Frenchmen are romantic, that Black people are gdadusic, is merely to present
guidelines about a group that certainly do not appleveryone.

When stereotyping, we give a number of charactesisb a group to create its
standardized image. In other words, stereotypedcdnd described as a shared
conception of characters of a group. As categorazed group, people are thought to
possess relatively same beliefs and show similbaviers (Adler, 1996, cited in Ren

and Wang, 2006: 2).



Stereotypes, whether positive or negative, can dtiaally shape the way
individuals perceive and interact with membersiffecent groups (Allport, 1954: 1).
The knowledge and attitudes that individuals haddard members of either their
own culture or members of other cultures are centraunderstanding cultural
differences and interactions (Leong & Schnelle§7)9

Stereotype of a certain group can give some infaomaabout a particular
culture. Every culture has its own set of core galwhich reflect how its members
feel and act. Within that context, the membersne@nat is proper or improper to do
and believe. Hence, we could learn another cultyneeading and analyzing a literary
work. As described by John Gay (1998), there isesomsightfully information, trade,
economy, technology, and other various knowledge wWe can attain from literary
works. It links us with cultural, ideological, amedligious world of which we are a
part.

There are a lot of mediums in which stereotypeaogided; direct or indirect
experiences, mass media (e.g. television, filmssiopunewspapers, advertisement,
etc), and certainly literature. One reason peom@ednstereotypes is because it is
impossible for them to personally experience eveng, and as a measure of
efficiency they develop simplified perceptions khsen a few outstanding
characteristics (Chen, 1998).

In literature, stereotypes are cliché or predigabharacters or situations
(Wikipedia-Free Encyclopedia). Throughout histotithors have drawn from

stereotypical characters and situations, in ordexnnect the audience or the reader



with the story. Prose fictions such as novel, shtuty, or novelette are powerful tool
of the socialization achieved through passing @restypes, because the written
word is seen as having special power for reprasgnbbjective reality (Bowers,

1987, cited in Jacobs, 1995: 1). People often &gkt of the fact that the written

word is no more than a reflection of those peogte wroduced it (Halliday, 1982).

Indonesia is a nation of diverse ethnic groups. Matereotypes related to
ethnic groups exist in the society. In such multimal society, people must learn to
become increasingly sensitive to the needs of nmehgic groups. However, it is
important not to rely fully on stereotype since tiweong stereotype may cause
misunderstanding even a conflict. We must not assilvat everyone within a culture
fits the stereotype. Many do, but certainly not @hat is why studying stereotype in
a multiethnic society become important to avoidunderstanding or conflict among
different ethnic groups.

Javanese is the biggest ethnic groups in Indor(E&satfles, 2008). They were
traditionally concentrated in the provinces of Eakiva, Central Java, and
Yogyakarta. However, due to migration within Indsize as part of government
transmigration programs, there are now high popmriat of Javanese people in
almost all Indonesian provinces. Today, Javaneag iphportant role in Indonesian
government especially in politics and military.

According to the background above, the writer ier@sted in analyzing the
stereotypes of Javanese in four novelettes writtgrHabiburrahman El Shirazy.

They areDalam Mihrab Cinta, Takbir Cinta Zahrana, Mahkota Cinta, andPudarnya



Pesona Cleopatra. The writer chose these novelettes because thraatbes involved
in the story are mostly Javanese. Moreover, he ysumg popular writer who has

strong influence on literature at the present time.

1.2 Importance of the Study

Through this research we learn to find and anatiieestereotype of a certain
group depicted in literary works. Furthermore, va@ tearn the culture of a particular
group to increase our knowledge and to avoid mistsidnding among different

ethnic groups.

1.3 Limitation of the Study

In order to get more reliable result, the writelyofocuses on character and
characterization to identify the stereotypes ofal@se people and the meaning of
those stereotypes. The characters analyzed alaw@hese characters, either male or

female in each story.

1.4 Research Questions

To guide the research, the writer formulates tlseaech questions as follow:
How are Javanese stereotypes constructed in the stories?
1. What Javanese stereotypes are found in the stories?

2. What do these stereotypes signify from a cultuiadys point of view?



1.5 Aimsof thestudy
The study is aimed at:
1. Describing Javanese stereotypes that are fourikistory.

2. Interpreting these stereotypes using Cultural $sudi

1.6 Research method

The analysis is conducted by means of qualitatper@ach and descriptive
method. According to Kato (2000) in his researdigt tcompared to quantitative
research, in qualitative approach we may get in&tion beyond what we expect
from its results. Moreover, Jones (1997: 5) alatestthat qualitative approach allows
the researcher to develop an overall “picture’naf $ubject under investigation.

A descriptive method is used in order to providgyatematic description of a
situation or condition of a phenomenon as factua accurate as possible (Joppe,
2001). The data that would be analyzed are wordafesces, dialogues, and
discourses contained in the novel. Then, Cultutadyswill be applied to interpret the
data collected. The writer will also provide theabsis with relevant sources
(articles, books, journals, etc) pertinent to aaltstudy especially some concepts of

stereotypes, representation, and identity.



1.7 Clarification of the Terms

1. Novdette

2. Stereotypes

3. Ethnicgroup

4. Culture

5. Character

6. Characterization :

A piece of short prose fiction having a word cobetween
7500 and 17,500 in length (Wikipedia-Free
Encyclopedia).

Exaggerated beliefs and images about groups oflanypl
are often based on a lack of information or confaetine
& Adelman, 1993).

Those human groups that entertain a subjectiviefbiel
their common descent because of similarities ofspay
type or of customs or both, or because of memaries
colonization and migration (Max Weber, 1978).

The set of distinctive spiritual, material, intefleal and
emotional features of society or a social group Hrat it
encompasses, in addition to art and literaturestyies,
ways of living together, value systems, traditiosusd
beliefs (UNESCO, 2002).

A person in a literary work. The actions of chaeastare
what constitute the plot of a story, novel, or pogsale,
2000).

The process by which an author creates vivid, balie
characters in a work of art. This may be done vadety

of ways, including (1) direct description of theachicter by



the narrator; (2) the direct presentation of theesp,
thoughts, or actions of the character; and (3ydsponses

of other characters to the character (Gale, 2000).

1.8 Organization of the Paper

1.

Chapter I: Introduction

This chapter contains the background and the reasby the writer chooses the
topic. It also contains the research questions|ithiéation of the study, and the
aims of the study that the writer wants to explore.

Chapter II: Theoretical Foundation

This chapter comprises the supporting theorieshaf tesearch from books,
journals, archives, articles, and other valid refees.

Chapter lll: Research Methodology

This chapter presents the research method thatrttexr employed.

Chapter IV: Findings and Discussions

This Chapter will discuss the findings that ardestied from the text.

Chapter V: Conclusions and Suggestions

This chapter will conclude the data that has beealyaed and gives some

suggestions for the next research related to @allstudy and stereotype.



