CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the introduction to the stuidypresents the
background that motivated the writer to conduct riagearch. This chapter also
includes a statement of the problem, the aim ofthdy, reason for choosing the
topic, research method, data collection and da#dysis, clarification of the key
terms covers a number of terms that have to benekfio guide the analysis.

Finally the organization of the paper summarizesdabntent of each chapter.

1.1 Background of The Study

It appears that the mass media have a signifiadatin modern society
nowadays. People rely on the media as a souragamation in which they can
access both entertainment and information (Hornk302 In addition, the mass
media are important in forming opinions. In thispect, the mass media are
beneficial for the conduct of a democratic socidty.mentioned by Sobur (2001),
some theoreticians consider the mass media addtith estate” whose job is to
watch for wrongdoing of the “three powers”, namele legislative, executive,

and judiciary.

“No one doubts the power of the media, and no omgbtlthe
media is useful to those on power newspaper hastecirgulations
compared with any other published print, they aegudent, and are
accessible through wide distribution network ” (802000:247)



Based on the quotation above, it is evident thatrttedia has important
roles in the society. Its roles are significantZastroum (2000) asserts that the
mass media occupies a strategic position as antexé device working ideology
in order to set up a social conformity toward dertaoncerns.

Although the existence of the mass media is imporéand occupies a
strategic position, the information in the mediaym#t always be as it is.
Eriyanto (2002) supports this idea by stating thatmass media as often people
can see now, has shaped a fact which is different the reality.

On the other hand, the view that the media aremmicent is evident in
Goatly’'s comment (2000) when he argues that theianate not entirely free
since they are controlled by political and econopauwer.

For this reason, it is not surprising if the sameng, issue, or condition is
constructed differently by different media. To teke example, Eriyanto (2002)
assumed thatompas andRepublika represent a Middle East affair during 1994-
1997 differently. A series of events in the Middiast at that time were
constructed byRepublika as a part of Israelis’ brutishnedstifadah, a site of
struggle of Palestinian, was accepted and suppades form of struggle against
western conspiracy that intended to destruct thstence of Palestine and the
Islamic world. Kompas, on the other hand, tended to portray Palestina& in
negative way.Kompas seemingly blamedntifadah because it opposed the
principles of peace.

The above example indicates that the media hageih@encies to be

subjective. Although they report the same eveng thality is presented in



different ways depending on the perspective or tpofnview of the writer. In

relation to this, Hyman (1989 as cited in Eriyar#002:20) argues that:

Reality is not given, not humanly existent, indegam of

language and toward which language stands as argiadection.

Rather, reality is brought into existence, is pusi by

communication-by, in short, the construction, appresion, and

utilization of symbolic forms. Reality, while notraere function of
symbolic forms, is produced by terministic systesndsy humans

who produce such system-that focus its existenspégific terms.

The subjectivity of the media occurs because ofes@ussible reasons.
First, there are no ‘value-free’ words. Words aedilsbrately used to express the
tendency of something. Fiske (1994 in McGregor 20§tates that words are
never neutral. For this reason, both writers anelkers tend to be unable to
maintain their objectivity when they speak and aritWhat people speak and
write is politicized, even if they are not awareibbecause it carries the power
that reflects the interests of those who speak Mgor 2003).

The second possible reason is that access to niedimited only to
certain people. Some people have access to betedporterviewed, quoted and
exposed in the media so they have more opportaniteaffect the public in
general (van Dijk 1996). The access commonly goethase having significant
power, such as conglomerates and government déficdeccordingly, the media
tend to be subjective.

Recently, one of the most outstanding issues ioriedia is the issue of

violence. The increase of fuel prices which wasoameed on May 24 caused

protests in many parts of the country. Economic¢dlg decision to increase fuel



prices, which the government claimed was accepiatdeunavoidable, burdened
the people more. Moreover, announcing the fuelegrilmcrease in May was
believed to be politically unwise, given the studélsentiment and euphoria to
commemorate May 1998. The fall of Soeharto was ethlly the fatal shooting at
Trisakti Univeristy allegedly committed by ArmedrEe members including the
police. The students’ killing remains a dark case.

The recent riots following the student street desti@tions, especially
those in Jakarta, provide valuable lessons to gowent officials, police and
students, who contributed to the clash betweempdiee and students. During the
past month (July), the case appeared in many maskamFurthermore, they
reported this event as their news headlines. Tdwy stas crafted by mentioning
the participants of the event and exposing thdiesran the events. This paper
critically studies how the news and ideologiesrgptesented in the text.

In the background of the issues presented aboie stady investigates
how the police as ‘those in power and studentstla@se not in power are
represented in the mass media on the issue ofthease of the fuel prices which
was announced on May 2008.

Based on Goath and Zastrow’s point of view whichmentioned, a
conclusion can be drawn that the media is not ieddent in conveying the
message. It interacts with those who have certderasts regarding the news. In
such conditions, the media cannot possibly stané ineutral way. It is not

innocent; it will oscillate dynamically among théwwind of concerns.



As a legal institution which has the authority, tit@sernment can control
news in the press. It has the power to constrecivibrid to the news. Information
which is astonishing can be represented as a continiogy and vice versa. This
phenomena lead to the tendency of ideologies oftéeia which is interesting to
investigate. There are some examples, which caaksn out, of the case where
news about the increase of the fuel priceh@Jakarta Post.

As The Jakarta Post is one of the few English newspapers in Indonesia,
the news paper was chosen as research data. Itioadaionsidering thathe
Jakarta Post appears to be one of the most popular newspapénslonesia, read
mostly by upper-middle class society, it has a miajftuence on its readers.

Since this study aims to describe, interpret, analyae social texts to
disclose ideologies hidden in the words of the,texitical discourse analysis
(CDA) was applied. CDA is a tool to help analystglerstand the messages sent
and the meaning of the words spoken and writterothgrs (McGregor 2003).
Fairclough (1989-1995) argues that to reveal thiss@lly out-of-right values, one
can use a critical approach that examines the uslgemguage in the sense why
certain features has been used and what the imiphsaare. Discourse Analysis
investigates the correlation between language ndesacial contexts in which it
occurs (Paltridge 2000)

Fairclough (1995) reformulates, that Discourse Asialis not a “level” of
analysis as, for example, phonology or lexico-gramnibut, an exploration of
how “texts” as a frame work within socioculturalaptices. Overall, Critical

Discourse Analysis is needed to uncover ideolobesind text. This research,



then, explores language features usedhbylakarta Post in presenting the news

and the ideologies hidden beneath these languagagés.

1.2 Statement of The Problem
To uncover the ideologies of the text, the presandy attempts to address
the research problems formulated in the followingsjions.
1 How are police officers representedthe Jakarta Post during the 2008
fuel price increase?
2 How are UNAS Students representedha Jakarta Post during the 2008
fuel price increase?

3 What are the ideologies behind such represent&tions

1.3 Aim of The Study
In line with the statement of the problem, the gtaons to
1 investigate the representation of police officershe Jakarta Post during
the 2008 fuel price increase?
2 investigate the representation of UNAS studentkerdakarta Post during
the 2008 fuel price increase?

3 unveil the ideologies behind such representation?

1.4 Reason For Choosing The Topic
Since the reform era in 1998, there have been rohagges in Indonesia.

The mass media such TV, newspaper, radio, andhittérave more freedom in



conveying their news. Newspapers as one of the anediindonesia have an
important role among the society. They are one he#d tnajor sources of
information in IndonesiaThe Jakarta Post as one of the major newspaper in
Indonesia has a major influence among its readteisread mostly by the upper-
middle class society in Indonesia. The way it frarttee news may shape opinions
of the readers.

Since the fatal shooting at Trisakti Universityegkdly committed by
Armed Force members including the police, the clbstween the police and
students in Indonesia remains a dark case. Thet éagpened again, recently,
regarding the increase of the fuel prices. Thisiegeabbed public attention. As it
involved students, who were considered to be tlearspeads of many people’s
interest, and policemen, who were considered tohbesymbol of security, no
wonder that the mass media reported this evenhe@s hews headlines. It is
interesting to examine the tendencies of ideologigdicitly mentioned bythe

Jakarta Post.

1.5 Methodology of The Research

As this study aims to describe, interpret, and ya®alsocial texts to
disclose ideologies hidden in the words of the ,textqualitative approach
employed in this research. This approach was erspldyecause it was suitable
with the purpose established in this research.mbthod was suitable because it

categorizes data into patterns as the primary Hasisrganizing and reporting



results (Denzin and Lincoln 2005) and it aims tthgaan in-dept understanding
of human behavior and the reasons that govern hi@iagavior (Mills 1959).

This study was conducted by analyzing the textkvhvere taken from
the Jakarta Post. There were some texts analyzed as research egaading the
issue of the increase of fuel prices. For the disian and analysis of the data, the
present study relies on Critical Discourse Analy&®A) as a framework of
analysis and discussion.

Because this research involved texts, Faircloufflaimework was chosen
to examine the meaning conveyed in the texts. Hasan why this research
employed the method mentioned above is that thmeewsork have more potential
to elaborate discourse elements.

This research was conducted by using systemic uatt Grammar
proposed by Halliday (1994, 2004) as the tool dalgsis. Furthermore, the used
of Hallidayan functional grammar is aimed to comstra system of clause,
involving the analysis of processes realized bybsemarticipants and also
circumstances. Moreover, Fairclough (2003) asseB®#\ bases its analysis on
Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar (themat@ati transitivity,

passivization, and nominalization).

1.6 Data Collection
The data of this research were textsha Jakarta Post concerning the
issue of the increase of fuel prices published fiday, 27" 2008 until July, 9

2008. The sample of the data consisted of two texts



1. UNAS student dies a month after protest clash ntiete

2. UNAS students take their protest to the house

All texts were taken from The National Report sattpublished by the
official website of the Jakarta Post available at

http://thejakartapost.com/oppinionandedditorial/

1.7 Data Analysis

In analyzing the data, the present study applieddhels of text analysis
in CDA which is offered by Fairclough (1989), namelescription of the text,
interpretation of the relationship between the podde and interpretative
process, and explanation of the relationship betvebscourse process and social
process. This study explores meanings containethentexts with systemic
Functional Grammar which is proposed by Hallida994, 2004). In particular,
this study employs tematization and transitivitytiaes tool of analysis.

Huckin (1997) suggests that the analysis may &tam large (text-level)
features to small (word-level) ones. Hence, firsthe analysis proceeds through
the texts in sentence by sentence to discover @astructure i.e. the general
meaning of a text can be comprehended by intensigebmining the topical
theme of the text. This process is called themiabiza

Secondly, the research involved transitivity to egs the agent-patient
relations in sentences. Through transitivity, itncae discovered who is

represented as the actor, the goal (the patiedt)rewhat circumstance.



Finally, the research concerned with manipulatibrsentence level i.e.
deletion or omission of agents, which escapes thicen of many uncritical
readers. Agent-deletion occurs most often througminalization and the use of

passive sentence.

1.8 Scope of the Study

As in all qualitative studies, the role of the @®der is dominant because
it is the researcher who decides which data touebecl In interpreting data, it is
the researcher who decides which details to empdasid which one to leave
out. In this study, the research is aimed to amalyme language used lige
Jakarta Post in portraying the actors and to discover the idgigls behind the
text. To gain depths in the research, the data \werieed in terms of sampled
text. It is because the most important thing inti€al Discourse Analysis is the

depth of the analysis, not the number of samplashwdre analyzed.

1.9 Clarification of The Key Terms
To guide the analysis and to avoid unnecessaryndestanding, there
are a number of terms that have to be identifietthi;mresearch. The following are
key terms used in this present study:
1. Representation
Representation is defined as how an event, pesplation or everything

is presented in the text (Fairclough, 1989)
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. Discourse

Discourse refers to the use of the language incépaed writing seen as a
form of social practice (Fairclough, 1995:54)

. Critical Discourse Analysis

Critical Discourse Analysis is a method to unpabkk tdeology of the
discourse (Palridge 2000)

. Ideology

Ideology is defined in the present study as reprtasiens of aspects of the
world which can be shown to contribute to estalighmaintaining, and
changing social relations of power, domination aedploitation

(Fairclough, 1995)

. Theme

Theme is the element which at the point of departoir the message
(Halliday 1985:38)

. Topic

Topic is corresponds roughly to the experientiat p&a theme i.e. topical
theme “topic is the subject matter of a clause;twha clause is going to

be about (Gerot & Wignell, 1994:104).

. Power

Power is defined as the ability of people and fagtins to control the

behavior and material lives of others (Fowler, 1985
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1.10 Organization of The Paper

The paper is organized into five chapters. Chapmtee consists of
Background of the study, statement of the problaim, of the study, reason for
choosing the topic, methodology of the researahjtdition of the issue, data
collection, data analysis, clarification of the kieyms, and organization of the
paper.

Chapter two discusess a review of related liteeatlihe chapter covers a
number of important concepts of discourse, dis@uarsalysis, critical discourse
analysis. The principles of critical discourse @ are elaborated as well. The
essential tools employed in critical discourse gsialwhich covers thematization
all also highly structured.

Chapter three discuses the theoretical and metbgdal framework
guiding this study. This chapter consists of airhghe study, procedure, subject
of the study (i.e. defining of the populations sé&mpnd sample size), data
collection, and limitation of the study, analytiéedmework and data analysis.

Chapter four consists of the analysis of the degaearch findings and
corresponding discussions. This chapter requit@gieal analysis of the research
data. Findings and corresponding discussions sdapter attempt to answer the
research question which is mentioned previously.

The final chapter is chapter five. Chapter five @wsvthe researcher’s
interpretations and the result of the researchhim form of conclusion and

suggestion related to the research.
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